


            AquaVox “A wordless space for the instruments to tell a story.”  
                        — Chilly Gonzales, Enya - A Treatise on Unguilty Pleasures 

INTRODUCTION 

AquaVox is my 3rd album as Cōdae™ . “AquaVox” means the voice (vox) of water 
(aqua). It is a nod to the synthpop band, Ultravox, whose evocative and hypnotic 
song, Vienna, is still one of my favourites. The compositions depict water in 
different forms: snow, rain, rivers.  
 
There are no lyrics on any of the tracks, just vocal harmonizing. Each piece is a 
wordless space for the instruments to tell a story, to use the phrase of musician 
Chilly Gonzales. 

“Cōdae” IPA: /kʰoː.dae/̯ (COH-day)  
Late Latin, noun, plural, genitive fem.  

Plural of music term “coda” - a passage that brings a piece of music to an end 
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1. Oh Yeah 
2. Déshabillé 
3. Snowfall 
4. River Waltz 
5. 22 Rainy Days 
6. Better Than Snow 
7. AquaVox Outro
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“Déshabillé” is French for “undressed”. The name is a pun: I used the technique 
of Diatonic Enhancement of Static Harmony (DESH) in the melody, and ultimately 
the arrangement was undressed or stripped down numerous times, down to its 
simplest form. In doing so, the pure, romantic melody became the dominant 
element. The use of DESH results in harmonic chords that are pleasing “ear 
candy”. 

Déshabillé 

Oh Yeah
The EDM producer Deadmau5 (Joel Zimmerman) teaches in his Masterclass that 
you need to disassociate (switch off your logical brain) and experiment freely 
when you create new music. Whatever bits you make, experimental, good or bad, 
you must put into your “Mister Potato Head Bin”, filed away for later reference. 
Those fragments will provide starting points for future projects. So it was with Oh 
Yeah. The song is an expression of laid-back enjoyment.



This is a full orchestral composition with 
a dark, mysterious tone. It depicts a 
snowfall that goes from twinkly 
snowflakes to an icy deluge that forms 
an immovable, frozen barrier. It 
represents both the beauty and the 
power of snow. 

Snowfall



22 Rainy Days
This Dance track was written after a period of 22 days of non-stop rain. The piece 
starts off with a movement in which the harp is dominant, to give the feeling of light 
drops and drips. Then main section of the composition features heavier beats and 
keyboard, percussion and vocal synths, representing hard rain. The runs and 
arpeggios mimic the sound of the falling drops and the streams of water. Inspiration 
for the synth tracks in the piece came from what I had learned in the Masterclass of 
EDM producer Deadmau5. One of the aspects that he emphasizes on the course is 
the importance of having an original and expressive melody, with proper resolves, as 
the core of any EDM track. So that’s what I did - I wrote a fresh piano melody from 
scratch, then added the beats over that. (This track was mastered on SoundCloud.) 

River Waltz
I thought up the melody for River Waltz while I was walking along a riverbank. I 
looked at the waves running in the fast-flowing water, with sunlight sparkling on the 
foam, and the flecks of light from the overhanging trees playing on the surface. The 
thought occurred to me that the water seemed to be dancing. The composition has 
a 3/4 time signature and, being a waltz, has a tempo of 100 bpm which is not too 
fast. You can actually do a ballroom waltz (not a Viennese Waltz though) to it. I 
thought that I’d keep it simple and rhythmic, like the flow of the river. 



Better Than 
Snow
Better Than Snow is the 
music for a poem I wrote, of 
the same name (right). 
There is nothing that I love 
more than snow. But there 
is a someone that I love 
even more than snow. I grew 
up in place where it never 
snows and I was in my 
thirties when I saw snow for 
the first time on a trip 
overseas. It never ceases to 
amaze me. The words of the 
poem are in the refrain of 
the song, but for now, there 
is no singer. There is only 
the melody. 

BETTER THAN SNOW 

Never say I do not love you: 
There is not enough snow anywhere 
that can make me as happy   
as you do.  

There is only you  
when I want someone 
to take with me  
 into the snow.  

Only you I can make understand  
why I need snow like someone  
who is used to drought, 
needs the rain.  

Only you know when it is time 
to take me away to a cold place,  
so I can see and touch 
the snow again. 

Never say I do not love you:  
You’re better than snow to me. 



AquaVox Outro
Outro is another Dance track in which a part of the melody of the previous track on 
this album, Better Than Snow, is repeated - as the coda of this album.
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“Déshabillé” is French for “undressed”. The name is a pun: I used the technique 
of Diatonic Enhancement of Static Harmony (DESH) in the melody, and ultimately 
the arrangement was undressed or stripped down numerous times, down to its 
simplest form. In doing so, the pure, romantic melody became the dominant 
element. The use of DESH results in harmonic chords that are pleasing “ear 
candy”. 

Déshabillé 

Oh Yeah
The EDM producer Deadmau5 (Joel Zimmerman) teaches in his Masterclass that 
you need to disassociate (switch off your logical brain) and experiment freely 
when you create new music. Whatever bits you make, experimental, good or bad, 
you must put into your “Mister Potato Head Bin”, filed away for later reference. 
Those fragments will provide starting points for future projects. So it was with Oh 
Yeah. The song is an expression of laid-back enjoyment.

This is a full orchestral composition with 
a dark, mysterious tone. It depicts a 
snowfall that goes from twinkly 
snowflakes to an icy deluge that forms 
an immovable, frozen barrier. It 
represents both the beauty and the 
power of snow. 

Snowfall 22 Rainy Days
This Dance track was written after a period of 22 days of non-stop rain. The piece 
starts off with a movement in which the harp is dominant, to give the feeling of light 
drops and drips. Then main section of the composition features heavier beats and 
keyboard, percussion and vocal synths, representing hard rain. The runs and 
arpeggios mimic the sound of the falling drops and the streams of water. Inspiration 
for the synth tracks in the piece came from what I had learned in the Masterclass of 
EDM producer Deadmau5. One of the aspects that he emphasizes on the course is 
the importance of having an original and expressive melody, with proper resolves, as 
the core of any EDM track. So that’s what I did - I wrote a fresh piano melody from 
scratch, then added the beats over that. (This track was mastered on SoundCloud.) 

River Waltz
I thought up the melody for River Waltz while I was walking along a riverbank. I 
looked at the waves running in the fast-flowing water, with sunlight sparkling on the 
foam, and the flecks of light from the overhanging trees playing on the surface. The 
thought occurred to me that the water seemed to be dancing. The composition has 
a 3/4 time signature and, being a waltz, has a tempo of 100 bpm which is not too 
fast. You can actually do a ballroom waltz (not a Viennese Waltz though) to it. I 
thought that I’d keep it simple and rhythmic, like the flow of the river. 

Better Than 
Snow
Better Than Snow is the 
music for a poem I wrote, of 
the same name (right). 
There is nothing that I love 
more than snow. But there 
is a someone that I love 
even more than snow. I grew 
up in place where it never 
snows and I was in my 
thirties when I saw snow for 
the first time on a trip 
overseas. It never ceases to 
amaze me. The words of the 
poem are in the refrain of 
the song, but for now, there 
is no singer. There is only 
the melody. 

BETTER THAN SNOW 

Never say I do not love you: 
There is not enough snow anywhere 
that can make me as happy   
as you do.  

There is only you  
when I want someone 
to take with me  
 into the snow.  

Only you I can make understand  
why I need snow like someone  
who is used to drought, 
needs the rain.  

Only you know when it is time 
to take me away to a cold place,  
so I can see and touch 
the snow again. 

Never say I do not love you:  
You’re better than snow to me. 

AquaVox Outro
Outro is another Dance track in which a part of the melody of the previous track on 
this album, Better Than Snow, is repeated - as the coda of this album.
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